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life at Calcutta. The family claimed descent from
the ancient Sen Rajas, semi-mythical monarchs, who
ruled at the time of Alexander the Great; in any case
they were an ancient aristocratic house, who in the
eighteenth century had fallen on evil days. Keshab's
great grandfather was a poet called Gokul Chandra
Sen, whose second son Ram Kamal, starting from
a salary of eight rupees a month, rose by sheer
ability to the Diwanship of the Bank of Bengal and
a salary of two thousand rupees a month. He was
a Vaishnava ; and although he knew Ram Mohun
Roy, he had little sympathy with him. Ram
Kamal's second son Peary Mohun Sen was the
father of Keshab. Peary died at the early age of
thirty-four when Keshab was only ten. Keshab's
mother Saroda Sundari was a remarkable woman,
who Ion or survived her son. It was from her that,
by general belief, he inherited his talents. In 1838
Keshab was born. He spent the first eight years of
his life, as I have said, in Calcutta. His collegiate
career was not the success that his friends had antici-
pated. However, he finished his college course and
returning home lived an ascetic life. He was greatly
attracted by Christian teaching and took a strange
interest in John the Baptist. In 1857 he came under
the influence of Debendranath Tagore and of his son
Satyendranath Tagore.1 The same year he became
a memebr of the Brahmo Samaj. Not long after-
wards he had his first difference with his family. He-
refused the Vaishnava intiation that his family

1 When the writer was a very junior civilian, he had the honour
of serving under Satyendranath Tagore, then District Judge of Satara
in the Bombay Presidency. The writer has the kindest recollections of
chat great gentleman.